or of the means? Irresistibly there came to mind
other occasions on which she had flinched from the
realization of something long desired, and he began to
wonder if what she now revealed was not really so much
a failure of love as an inherent weakness when it
came to doing and daring. She had already thrown
over one man whom she had imagined she loved;
what was there to show that one day she would not
abandon him too? And wasn't there a suggestion of
forethought in her very haste to push him off to
barracks ? Once he was a soldier, how could he be sure
of being free at the critical moment if it suddenly
became necessary to do something, to fight for her,
as it were? Wasn't it simply that she did not want
him disturbing her own peace of mind or even, later,
the treachery she planned ? If she were really sincere
the sole admissible objection she could make to his
plan was the difficulty of raising enough money to
carry it out. But instead of discussing ways and means
for their suggested flight she dwelt only on its con-
sequences. And, saddened more by the state of mind
revealed by her refusal (for he was quite convinced
that when it came to it he could persuade her into
changing her mind) than by the refusal itself, he found
himself wondering whether this clear-sightedness,
this total lack of blindness in one otherwise so blind
and inclined always to be the obedient slave of words,
did not show even more clearly than the tender and
anxious scruples of her love, her dislike and fear of
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